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Discovering Christ in the manger of our life is our Epiphany 

The Epiphany of the Lord – Year A 
Is 60:1-6,  Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13,  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6,  Mt 2:1-12 

My Modern Met 



Good morning.   The Epiphany is celebrated in three parts, the adoration of the 

magi that we celebrate today, the baptism of Jesus and the wedding feast at Canna.   

 

Allow me to explore Epiphany with a story.  There was a shepherd from long ago 

named Asher.  He was a skilled wood carver.  With the smell of the sheep mixed 

with wood smoke from his fire, he would carve long into the night.  With care for 

detail, he carved small figures of foxes, sheep, and all sorts of little animals.  He 

gave the figurines to his wife who would hide them where their children were sure 

to find them.  The surprise of these little gifts reminded the children that their 

father was with them.  Asher imagined the smiles that they would bring.  He 

wanted their children to grow up knowing that they were valued and cherished. 

 

The love of Asher and his wife for their children is a reflection of God’s love for 

us.  Each day of the creation story ends with… “God saw that it was good.”  We 

find ourselves in a benevolent universe carved into breathtaking mountains, forests 

and plains fed by lakes, waterfalls, and streams.  We wake and are moved by the 

brilliant sunrise and at day’s end, sunset.  When we realize that we are within 

God’s providence and care there is an Epiphany of sorts.  Like the magi, our life 

journey is a desire to rediscover and unite ourselves again with a love and 

understanding that surpasses time.  And so, we journey. 

 

Our second reading reminds us that the Creator’s love is for all humankind, ‘Jew, 

and Gentile alike.’  It cannot be any other way.  There is no secret knowledge or 

handshake that merits our relationship to God.  God has loved us first.  God offers 

creation as a sign and means to find what satisfies the deepest longing of our being.  

Discovering Christ in the manger of our life is our Epiphany. 



It saddens me when I hear a supremacist identify as Christian.  The teaching of 

Jesus is inclusive and does not place any group over another.  God’s love nurtures 

and calls all of humanity into maturity.  St. Paul knew this.  We are co-heirs.  

Anything less is a distortion.   

 

If we think of the inner room as a manger holding our life experience; it is there 

that we will find the Christ child.  Christ is with us in the thick of it all.  In that 

Epiphany we find an invitation to greater wisdom and maturity of faith. 

 

From a place of wisdom, Fr. Henri Nouwen wrote this about life’s journey: 

 

“Personally, as my struggle reveals, I don't often “feel” like a beloved child of 

God. But I know that that is my most primal identity and I know that I must choose 

it above and beyond my hesitations.  

 

Strong emotions, self-rejection, and even self-hatred justifiably toss you about, but 

you are free to respond as you will. You are not what others, or even you, think 

about yourself. You are not what you do. You are not what you have. You are a 

full member of the human family, having been known before you were conceived 

and molded in your mother's womb. In times when you feel bad about yourself, try 

to choose to remain true to the truth of who you really are. Look in the mirror each 

day and claim your identity. Act ahead of your feelings and trust that one day your 

feelings will match your convictions. Choose now and continue to choose this 

incredible truth. As a spiritual practice claim and reclaim your primal identity as 

beloved daughter or son of a personal Creator.” 

   

  



We share a modern-day version of the journey made by shepherds and magi.  On 

their journey the Wise Men encountered King Herod who was terrified at the 

thought of a rival.  He asked that when they found the newborn king they return 

and tell him so he could pay homage.  In Herod’s love of power, he wanted to 

eliminate Jesus.  In the massacre of the Holy Innocents Herod brought death to any 

contender.  The magi tell Mary and Joseph that Herod is looking for Jesus and to 

leave by another way. 

 

The Epiphany experience opens our eyes, ears, and heart as never before.  The 

desire for power dissolves into compassion as we recognize those who journey 

with us.  It changes our perception of those waiting at the border; those waiting for 

clean water, food, and medicine.  Notably, the recent inability to choose a Speaker 

of the House reflects more a struggle for power than compassion.  Christ asks that 

we live out the incarnation as beloved sons and daughters bringing his heart and 

hands to the social challenges that linger.  We are the solution. 

 

Christians, among others, recognize the resources of this earth as being from the 

hand of God.  To acknowledge God’s gift of creation and then exploit it to the 

detriment of the poor and marginalized is a distortion.   May the vision of the 

Epiphany guide our response to climate change as a consequence and concern for 

the whole of humanity.  May we honor the same earth that God saw as good. 

 

We are co-heirs.  There is comfort and strength in gathering to share a meal.  This 

meal, at this table, is an invitation to deepen our wisdom and faith in humanity.  

Recognizing the birth and incarnation of Jesus into humanity is our Epiphany.    

 

May God bless each of us on our journey. 
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